4 I • : j 

Approved For Retolfse 2003/12/09 : CIA-RDP83-0QO36RO^I 00150003-0 


3 Gctobor 1951 


memorandum of conversation 
BUTE* 2 Octobor 1951 

PLACE* Washington, D# C# 

PERSONS PRESENT* Vannevar BushJ 


25X1 A 


1, On the date indicated Dr* Buah saw mo in his office 
at tho Carnegie Institution of Washington at my request. Tho 
purpose of my call was to solicit the advice end recommendations 
of Br. Bush concerning tho manner in which CIA should cake its 
research and development more vital end up-to-date $ I also sought 
suggestions from Mm as to an individual who couM head the 
research and development organisation# 

2, At the outset Dr. Bush did not talk directly in response 
to ry queries but reminisced concerning the OSHD activity during 

the last war which was responsive to OSS requests. Dr# Bush recalled 
that whenever a requirement was posed by OSS a meeting of competent 
and imaginative scientists was called and a means to fulfill the 
requirement: ms thrashed out# 

3, Br. Bush volunteered that he felt a strong conviction that 
CIA needs a competent research and development organization, ere 
of tho major functions of which Is to bring to tho attention of the 
operators now devices, techniques and applications which can be used 
by thorn In their work. Ho feels that tho ra search and development 
organization should not be mere order takers* He Is also of the 
opinion that the CIA research and development organization need not 
bo large* This is true, he holds because our interests cover the . 
entire range of science end technology# We cannot in Ms opinion 
hope to maintain in our organization all of the different kinds of 
specialists that our Interests require# We must, therefore, utilize 
the high specialization and competence of research organizations 
and of specialists elsewhere# 

4# Bush emphasized that our Interests end requirements will 
possess a considerable degree of change and therefore we ought to 
provide an effective moans for consulting with outside people# 

5* In passing Bush 
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» ? n Bash observed that the so-called war with the 

v i :f l ^' nion Bin opinion might go on for many years indefinitely, 
he citea ns an example the long war bs tween Russia and Japan, 


, , 6 * Buah st ' : \ ted thatl w should attempt to learn all that we can 
in on SelTveS* "* dcvolo P mGntal ^ivity of others by cutting 

. . 7 * J!f commented upon the desirable characteristics which a 
head of CIA research and development should possess. II® listed 
them somewhat as follows t 


a, 

b, 

c. 


d. 


should bs young, 

should possess a sense of humor, 

should bo sufficiently competent as a scientist 

as to bo somewhat known and sufficiently persona grata 

£«-■ to bo received by scientists when It was necessary 

to consult with them, 3 

should be highly imaginative and the kind of person who 
must have a new idea ©very day. 


. f* stated that he was at a loss to recommend names 

t?oned ^ ~ S ' a ~ ^ e ~ diL ' n ± ~ kn ^ L^ °? tha younger scientists. He men- 


that w4 vumu juu \> s ecurer 
old. Bush thought 


2f 0feftferl y of Division 19 03RD, but noted 
^ | In. addition Bush thought him too 


XiUU 

, , , , , - i likewise would fit our bill 

aonirab y but assorted that we couldn't possibly get him either, 
although we should try. ^ s * 

9* Bush expressed regret that he didn't know enough of the 
aa^o^namegs 1111131 ^ 3 *** SU2se3ted that wo should query the following 
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SAR/JAF/gvm 

CCJ 

1,2,3 - SAR 
4 & 5 - SD/RE 
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